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ROMEQO'’s and the Coronado Trail
Dan Rymazrz

On September 22, Chapter S members, Gil Garcia, Dan
Rymarz, Tom Masciantonio, Larry Johnson, and Jerry
Morris, known locally as the ROMEO (Retired Old Men
Eating Out)group, set out for the Coronado Trail or if you
are a purist Route 191. We started early from our
launching pad, clutch out at 6:15 AM. The challenge
began within 20 minutes of our departure and it is called
the rising sun. Somewhere around Higley Road and the
new section of the 202, the angle of the sun was perfect for
obliterating any sign of the highway. The only thing
marginally visible were the tail lights of the bike ahead of
you. Ireally don't know what the lead bike was using to navigate other than intuition. This was
probably the most intense angle of sun light I ever encountered. But because traffic was light
going East, and all of us were careful, we were able to safely continue on our trip. We stopped
in Globe for breakfast and again in Safford for fuel.

The first significant sight at the beginning of the trail is the copper mining town of Morenci.
The size and scope of the mining pit, the terraces sculpted out of the earth, the size of the mining
vehicles and dump trucks are indescribable. The trailer from an eighteen wheeler is perhaps
one half the height of a mining dump truck. The tires of these vehicles are easily as high as one
semi trailer stacked on top of the other. It is in Morenci that the fun of the Trail begins.

If you have never traveled the Coronado Trail, it is highly recommended you brush up on
your downshifting skills.Once you leave Morenci, you will encounter a series of hair pin turns,
switch backs, curves and steep grades. Right now the highway is marked 191. Not too long ago
it was marked 666, the devils highway and was the least
traveled federal highway in the USA. From our experience
it still may be case. The traffic was light, the weather was
perfect and our trip was successful. The length of the trail
from Morenci to Springerville is approximately 125 miles of
probably the best motorcycle road in the nation.If you go,
be sure to stop for fuel before the journey. There are two
things that are not located on the Coronado Trail, fuel stops
and guard rails. If you are unsure of your riding skills this is
not the place to start.

Once we concluded the adventure we spent the night * s —_—
at the hotel adjacent to the Hondah Casino. The rooms are clean and reasonably priced. This
was good place to stop because the next morning we were going back the way we came. I had
done this trip from Safford a number of times before this was the first time I was going back the
other way. For some reason or other, I think I enjoyed the return segment more. I think it was
because we were at the Trail earlier in the day, we were just starting out and we were
refreshed. I know that after our ride between Safford and Globe if I do the Trail again, I will start
in the North and return in the North. Besides the unseasonably hot temperatures on our
return home, the route between Safford and Globe can induce coma. This is the kind of ride
that should be taken every couple of years to remind us all how lucky we are to be living in a
state that offers so much to the motorcyclist.

Volume 6, Issue 10 Page 13



Jan
Text Box
Volume 6, Issue 10

Jan
Text Box
Page 13


Personal Information:

Your Name: Date of Birth [
Street Address City State Zip
Home Phone # Cell #

PERSONAL / MEDICAL / EMERGENCY INFORMATION 2007

Person to notify in case of emergency:

Name: Relationship:
Address City State Zip
Telephone # Alternate #

Medical Information: Medical Condition, (i.e. heart, diabetes, asthma, etc.):

Medications:

Blood Type: Allergies: Living Will Y/N
Primary Care Physician: Telephone #

Motorcycle /Vehicle Information: Drivers License # State
Motorcycle/Vehicle License # State Make of Bike:
Vehicle License # State Make of Vehicle

Fellow Chapter S Members-

This page contains one type of an Emergency Medical Information Form. I’m sure that ALL
of us have a form similar to this, that we keep (1) on our person — or wallet, (2) on our bike,
(3) in our other vehicles, and (4) a copy to close family/friends to whom a call might be made

in case of emergency. I’m sure, also, that we’ve included a copy of our insurance card with
this emergency medical form —we DO all have this, don’t we? Many of us will be taking off
the covers and dusting off the bikes (yeah, I’m talking personally here) and getting ready for
a great fall riding season. Make sure you are prepared!!  ...... (former) Editor






